
SEASHORE CONDITIONS 
 
Few plants thrive in conditions of continuous salt spray. The plants listed here are 
adaptable to some degree of salt spray as well as the windy, open ground, and 
poorer soil conditions near the ocean. 
 
Woody Plants 
Genus /species    Common Name 
Acanthopanax sieboldianus   Fiveleaf Aralia 
Acer rubrum     Swamp or Red Maple 
Amelanchier canadensis   Downy Shadblow 
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi   Bearberry 
Aronia      Chokeberry 
Betula pendula    European Birch 
Buddleia     Butterfly Bush 
Calluna vulgaris    Heather 
Campsis radicans    Trumpet Creeper 
Caryopteris x clandonensis   Bluebeard 
Chaenomeles speciosa   Flowering Quince 
Chamaecyparis pisifera   Sawara Cypress 
Chamaecyparis thyoides   Atlantic White Cedar 
Clematis     Clematis 
Clethra alnifolia    Summersweet 
Comptonia peregrina    Sweetfern 
Cornus kousa     Kousa Dogwood 
Cotoneaster     Cotoneaster 
Cryptomeria     Japanese Cedar 
Cytisus      Broom 
Erica      Heath 
Fraxinus pennsylvanica   Green Ash 
Ginkgo biloba     Ginkgo 
Gleditsia triacanthos inermis   Thornless Honeylocust 
Hamamelis virginiana    Witchhazel 
Hedera helix     English Ivy 
Heptacodium miconoides   Seven Son Flower 
Hibiscus syriacus    Rose-of-Sharon 
Hydrangea anomala petiolaris  Climbing Hydrangea 
Hydrangea     Hydrangea 
Hypericum     St. John’s Wort 
Ilex glabra     Inkberry 
Ilex opaca     American Holly 
Ilex verticillata    Winterberry 
Itea      Sweetspire 
Juniperus     Juniper  
Koelreuteria paniculata   Golden Rain Tree 
Leiophyllum buxifolium   Box Sandmyrtle  



Leucothoe axillaris    Coast Leucothoe 
Lespedeza bicolor    Shrub Bushclover 
Ligustrum     Privet 
Lonicera     Honeysuckle 
Magnolia virginiana    Sweetbay Magnolia 
Malus      Flowering Crabapple 
Morus alba     Fruitless Weeping Mulberry 
Myrica pensylvanica    Northern Bayberry 
Nyssa sylvatica    Black Gum, Tupelo 
Pachysandra terminalis   Spurge 
Parthenocissus quinquefolia   Woodbine, Virginia Creeper 
Physocarpus     Ninebark 
Picea glauca ‘Conica’ and ‘Conica Golden’ Dwarf Alberta Spruce 
Picea pungens     Colorado Spruce 
Pinus banksiana    Jack Pine 
Pinus cembra     Swiss Stone Pine 
Pinus mugo     Mugo Pine 
Pinus nigra austriaca    Austrian Pine 
Pinus parviflora    Japanese White Pine 
Pinus sylvestris    Scots Pine 
Pinus thunbergiana    Japanese Black Pine 
Platanus x acerifolia    London Planetree 
Polygonum aubertii    Chinese Fleece Vine 
Potentilla fruticosa    Shrubby Cinquefoil 
Prunus x cistena    Purple-leaf Sand Cherry 
Prunus maritima    Beach Plum 
Prunus pumilla depressa   Sand Cherry 
Pyrus calleryana    Callery Flowering Pear 
Quercus – many species   Oak 
Rhamnus frangula    Tallhedge, Buckthorn 
Rhododendron ‘Nantucket’    
Rhus      Sumac 
Ribes alpinum     Alpine Currant 
Rosa rugosa     Rugosa Rose 
Rosa wichuraiana    Memorial Rose 
Sophora japonica    Scholar Tree 
Spiraea     Spirea 
Syringa vulgaris    Common Lilac 
Tamarix ramosissima    Tamarix 
Taxus cuspidata    Japanese Yew 
Thuja occidentalis    American Arborvitae, White Cedar 
Tilia cordata      Littleaf Linden 
Ulmus parvifolia    Lacebark Elm 
Vaccinium corymbosum   Highbush Blueberry 
Vaccinium macrocarpon   American Cranberry 
Viburnum dentatum    Arrowwood Viburnum 



Viburnum trilobum    American Cranberry Bush 
Vinca minor     Periwinkle, Myrtle 
Vitex agnus-castus    Chastetree 
Vitex rotundifolia    Beach Vitex 
Wisteria floribunda    Japanese Wisteria 
Wisteria sinensis    Chinese Wisteria 
 
 
Herbaceous Perennials 
Genus/species     Common Name 
Achillea     Yarrow 
Alcea      Hollyhock 
Alchemilla     Lady’s Mantle 
Armeria maritima    Common Thrift 
Artemisia     Wormwood 
Asclepias tuberosa    Butterfly Milkweed 
Aster x dumosus    Dwarf Aster 
Astilbe      Perennial Spirea 
Aurinia saxatilis    Basket-of-Gold 
Baptisia australis    False Indigo 
Chrysanthemum – some   Chrysanthemum 
Cimicifuga     Bugbane 
Convallaria majalis    Lily-of-the-Valley 
Coreopsis     Tickseed 
Delphinium     Larkspur 
Dianthus     Carnation, Pink 
Dicentra spectabilis    Showy Bleeding Heart 
Digitalis     Foxglove 
Echinops     Globe Thistle 
Eryngium planum    Sea Holly 
Euphorbia     Spurge 
FERN Osmunda regalis   Royal Fern 
Gaillardia     Blanket flower 
GRASS Calamagrostis x acutiflora  Feather Reed Grass 
GRASS Chasmanthium latifolium  Wild Oats 
GRASS Eragrostis spectabilis  Purple Love Grass 
GRASS Erianthus ravennae   Plume Grass 
GRASS Festuca glauca   Blue Fescue 
GRASS Helictotrichon sempervirens  Oat Grass 
GRASS Leymus    Dune Grass 
GRASS Miscanthus sinensis   Japanese Silver Grass 
GRASS Molinia caerulea   Purple Moor Grass 
GRASS Panicum virgatum   Switch Grass 
GRASS Pennisetum alopecuroides  Fountain Grass 
GRASS Phalaris arundinacea  Reed Canary Grass 
GRASS Schizachyrium scoparium  Little Bluestem 



Gypsophila     Baby’s Breath 
Heliopsis helianthoides   Oxeye 
Hemerocallis     Daylily 
Heuchera     Coralbells 
Hibiscus     Rosemallow 
Hosta      Plantainlily, Funkia 
Iberis sempervirens    Candytuft 
Iris germanica     Bearded Iris, German Iris 
Lavandula     Lavender 
Leucanthemum x superbum   Shasta Daisy 
Lilium      Lily 
Liriope      Lilyturf 
Lychnis     Campion 
Monarda didyma    Beebalm, Oswego Tea 
Nepeta      Catmint 
Nipponanthemum    Montauk Daisy 
Oenothera     Evening Primrose 
Opuntia     Prickly Pear Cactus 
Papaver orientale    Oriental Poppy 
Penstemon     Beard Tongue 
Perovskia atriplicifolia   Russian Sage 
Physostegia virginiana   Obedient Plant 
Rudbeckia     Coneflower 
Santolina chamaecyparissus   Lavender Cotton 
Sedum      Stonecrop 
Sempervivum     Hens and Chicks, Houseleek 
Solidago     Goldenrod 
Stachys byzantina    Lamb’s Ears 
Tradescantia     Spiderwort 
Veronica     Speedwell 
Yucca      Adam’s Needle  
    


